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E NQU IR Y, &c. 


Y Readers will, perhaps, be ſur- 
priſed to find this Enquiry carried 
ſo far back as to the Time of the 
Revolution; but as a good Surgeon will al- 
ways probe a Wound to the Bottom, before 
he thinks of applying a Remedy; ſo I muſt 
go back to that remarkable Period, becauſe I 
am of opinion, and believe I ſhall: be able 
to ſhew, that one of the chief Cauſes of 
all the Plots and Rebellions that have ſince 
happened in Scotland, have been owing to a 
Miſtake then committed, and never to this 
Day fully rectified. 

However much the minute Politicians of 
this Age may deſpiſe Religion, it is what all 
Governments ought to have a very particular 
and conſtant Regard to; and as the Cbriſtian 
Religion is now, and, I believe, ever will 
be branched out into a great Variety of diffe- 
rent Sects, every Government that does not 
A3 - reſolve 


| 


(4) 


reſolve to ſet up an Inquiſition, ought to take 
as much Care as poſſible, not to render any 
particular Se its profeſſed or ſecret Enemy. 
Laying this down as an undeniable Maxim in 
Politicks, let us conſider the State of Scot- 
land at the Time of the Revolution, with 
Regard to Religion, The Epiſcops! Religion £7 
or what we here call the Church, was at 
that Time, and had been ever * the Re- 
floration, the Eſtabliſhed Religion in Scot- 
land as well as England; ſo that all the 
Churches were in the Poſſeſſion of Epiſcopal 
Incumbents, and under the Direction of Bi- 
foops in their reſpective Dioceſes ; but not- 
withſtanding the ridiculous and cruel Severi- 
ties uſed againſt Dyſſenters in the two preced- 
ing Reigns, the People were very much di- 
vided. Thoſe in the South of Scotland, that 
is, to the South of the River Tay, were ge- 
nerally Preſbyterians; whereas, thoſe to the 
North of that River were Epiſcopalians; and 
Perſecution, as it always does, had render'd 
thoſe two Sects violent, and almoſt irrecon- 
cileable Enemies to each other, 

This was the State of Scotland, with Re- 
gard to Religion, when the Convention of E- 
ſtates met at Edinburgh, March 14, 1688-93 
and without doubt it was in the Power of 
that Convention either to confirm the then 
5 | eſta- 


. 
E eſtabliſhed Epiſcopal Church Government, of 
Y | to introduce and eſtabliſh the Preſbyterian ; 
J. but which ever of them they might think fit 
n | to eſtabliſh, they certainly ought to have 
'- | cſtabliſhed, at the fame Time, a Toleration 
h Þ for the other. It could not at that Time be 
D, | pretended, that the Fpr/topal Clergy in Scot- 
at land deſerved no Favour, becauſe of their 
e- | obſtinately adhering to the abarcated King; 
for no leſs than Seven of their Biſhops joined 
in declaring that Convention a free and law- 
ful Meeting; and if any Sort of favourable 
3t- or mild Meaſures, with Reſpe& to their Re- 
t- ligion, had been purſued, moſt of the Reſt of 
ri- their B:/h9ps would probably have come in; 
but they began very ſoon to apprehend, that 
from this Convention they could expect nei- 
ther Favour nor Indulgence ; and their Ap- 
prehenſions ſoon appeared to be juſt ; for by 
the Eleventh of April the Claim of Right, or 
and ff the Declarations of the Nation's Rights and 
Liberties, was ſettled and agreed to, with 
this Clauſe among others: That Prelacy and 
the Superiority of any Office in the Church 
above Preſbyters, is, and hath been a great 
and inſupportable Grievance and Trouble to this 
Nation, and contrary to the Inclinations of 
the Generality of the People, ever ſince the 
Reformation, (they having reformed from Po- 
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this Proclamation ; but their Compliance did 


the Biſbops became veſted in the Crown; and 


# 2 
pery by Preſby ters) and therefore ought to b* 
aboliſh'd, +. 

By this Declaration the Biſhops and Epi. 
copal Clergy ſaw, that their Religion would 
certainly be aboliſhed, and themſelyes diveſt- 
ed of their Churches and Benefices, there- 
fore it is not to be wonder'd at, that moſt of 
them refuſed to pray for King William and 
Queen Mary, or to read the Proclamation 
for that Purpoſe in their Churches, which 
was appointed to be read by the Miniſters of 
Edinburgh on Sunday the 14th of April 
1689, and by the Miniſters in the Country 
on the two following Sundays, Neverthe- 
leſs, in Expectation of ſome Indulgence, ma- 
ny of them complied with the Terms of 


them no Service, for as ſoon as the Conven- 8 
tion of Eſtates was declared to be a lawful 
and free Parliament, one of the firſt Things 
they did, was to paſs an Ad for aboliſh- 
ing Epiſcopacy, by which the Revenues of all 


in their next Seſſion they paſſed an Act for 
ratifying the Preſbyterian Confeſſion of Faith, 
and ſettling Preſbyterian Church Government; 
by which, all Epz/copal Incumbents, that 
would not declare themſelves Preſbyterians, 
were to be deprived of their Stipends and Be- 

nefices 


(70 4 
nefices. By another Act of the ſame Seſſion 
of Parliament, entitled An A for Viſitation 
of Univerſities, Colleges, and Schools, it was 
enacted, That no Profeſſors, Principals, Re- 
gents, Maſters, or others bearing Office, in 
any Univerſity, College, or School, ſhould 
either be admitted, or allowed to continue 
in the Exerciſe of their Functions, but ſuch 
as ſhould acknowledge, profeſs and ſubſcribe 
to the Presbyterian Confeſſion of Faith. And 
by an Act of the next enſuing Seſſion, held 
September the Third 1690, it was enacted, 
That no Perſon be admitted, or continued to 
be a Miniſter or Preacher, unleſs he ſubſcribe 
the Presbyterian Confeſſion of Faith, declaring 
the ſame to be the Confeflion of his Faith, 
and that he owns the Doctrine therein con- 


tained, to be the true Doctrine which he will 


conſtantly adhere to, &c. 

Whether theſe Acts, and the Presbyterian 
Religion: thereby eſtabliſhed, were agreeable 
to the Inclinations of the Generality of the 
People of Scotland, as aſſerted by the Claim 
of Right, 1 ſhall not give myſelf the Trouble 
to enquire; but of this the Preſbyterian 
Party ſeem to have been themſelves a little 
ſuſpicious; for after once getting a Convention 
of Eſtates to their own Liking, they took 


care not to truſt their Cauſe to a new Election, 
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(8) 
till they had rivetted their Religion in alt 
Parts of the Kingdom, that Cynvention bo- 
ing by its own Act turned into a Parliament, 
and that Parliament continued till after Queen 
Anne's Acceſſion, and till after they had ob- 
tained from her a Declaration, that ſhe would 
maintain the Preſbyterian as the eſtabliſhed 
Religion in Scotland, which of courſe mads 
all the Courtiers declare in their Favour. But 
I muſt obſerve, that the Preſbyterian Party's 
getting a Majority in the Convention, was no 
Proof of their having at that Time a Majok 
rity among the People; for a great many 
Epiſcopal Gentlemen of the beſt Families and 
Fortunes in the Kingdom, refuſed being 
choſen Members of that Convention, becauſe 
ſome thought that -it was unlawful, and 
others, that it was dangerous to appear in 
that Aſſembly. 

But which ever Party, whether the Boi. 
copal or the Preſbyterian, was the moſt nu- 
merous in Scotland, it is evident from theſe 
Laws, that the Preſbyterians were put into, 
and the Epiſcopalians turned out of the Poſ- 
ſeſſion of by far the moſt of the Churches, and 
all the Univerfities, Colleges, and Publick- 
Schools of that Kingdom. Some of the con- 
forming Epiſcopal Incumbents were indeed, 
firſt by Sufferance, allowed to continue N 

1 the 


@ G. K 5 © im 


— = 
@ > 


o a Fo 


Iſe 


» ws 
E 


D 


— 
[i 


ele 


©) ot 
Pe 


Q > 
— © 


the 


. 


(9) 
the Poſſeflion of their Churches and Bene- 
fices, and were afterwards, by an Act paſſed 
1695, confirmed in that Poſſeſſion during 
their Lives ; but generally ſpeaking, it was 
by theſe Laws render'd impoſſible for thoſe 
of the Epiſcopal Perſuaſion, to have any 
Publick Worſhip for themſelves, or any Pub. 
lick Sehov! for theit Children, unleſs they 
would change their Religious as well as Po- 
litical Principles; fot no Toleration was ever 
eſtabliſhed in Scotland, till it was done by an 
Act of the Britiſh Parliament, in the Tenth 
of the late Queen Anne; and it could not be 
ſuppoſed, that any of the Epiſcopal Miniſters 
who had been deprived of their Livings, 


Would take the Oaths to the Government, 


when they could reap no Benefit by fo do- 
ing, and were ſure of incurring thereby the 
Contempt and Hatred of all their Brethren ; 
therefore, all thoſe of the Epiſcopal Perſua- 
fion in Scotland were laid under a Neceſſity 
to frequent the Private Meeting-houſes, and 
ſend their Children to be educated at the 
Private Schools ſet up by the Nonjuring Clergy 
and School-maſters of their Religion; and 
theſe Nonjuring Preachers and School-maſters 
have ever fince that Time induſtriouſly propa- 
vated their Political as well as W r Prin- 
ciples, | 
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610) 
The ſtrong Effect of Education; and the 
almoſt inſuperable Influence it has upon the 
Minds of moſt Men, during their whole 
Life, eſpecially when the Principles of their 
Youth are confirmed by the Company and 
Converſation of their riper Vears, are ſo 
well known, that every one will, J believe, 
allow this to be the true Cauſe of Facobitiſm's 
being ſo prevalent among thoſe of the Epi. 
copal Perſuaſion in Scotland; but this might 
eaſily have been prevented, if the Epiſcopal 
Church in that Kingdom had, at the Revo- 
lution, met with the ſame Indulgence and 
Toleration that was allowed to the Diſſenters 
in England; for the Toleration Act paſſed in 
the Tenth of the late Queen Anne, came too 
late to have any great Effect. The whole 


' Epiſcopal Party in Scotland, eſpecially their 


Preachers and private School-maſters, were | 


then ſo hardened in their Nonjuring Prin- 


ciples, that few or none of them would take 
the Oaths to the Government; and tho' le- 
gal Epi ſcopal Meetings have ſince been ſet 
up, under Authority of that Act, in moſt 
of the great Towns, yet in Country Places 
no ſuch Thing can be expected, unleſs ſome 


publick Encouragement be given to ſuch qua- 
lified Epiſcopal Clergymen and School-maſters | 


as are willing to ſtay and officiate in Scat- 


land ; 


( 11 ) 
land; becauſe ſuch. of the Scottiſh Epiſcopal 
Clergymen as are willing to take the Oaths, 
will always reſort. to England, in hopes of 
obtaining ſome Living or Curacy here, rather 
than chuſe to live in Scotland upon the 
trifling Income they can expect from a Coun- 


try Meeting-houſe or Country School. 


As a Fund for ſuch a Public Encourage- 
ment, the Revenues formerly belonging to 
the Biſbops in Scotland, ought certainly to 


be ſet apart ; and to "this Fund, I am per- 


ſuaded, the Biſbops and other rich Clergy- 


men in England would make a very large 


Addition, by an annual Collection among 
themſelves; both which might be very pro- 
perly put under the Management of the So- 
ciety for Propagation of the Goſpel; for 
ſurely it is more for the Intereſt of the Pub- 


lick, to have the poor People in Scotland bred 


up in right Principles of Religion and Go- 
vernment, than to have the Natives of A. 
merica bred up in ſuch Principles; and there- 
fore I muſt recommend what I here mention 


to the Care of the Biſhops and Clergy of En- 


gland, who, I hope, have both-Zeal and 


Intereſt enough. to carry it into Execution. 


Againſt granting ſuch 4 Public Encou- 
ragement to the Epiſcopal Party in Scotland, 
I know, it may be objected, that the Dz/- 
ſenters 
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enters in England would from thence taks 
Occaſion to inſiſt upon having ſome Publick 
Encouragement here; but I muſt beg Leave 
to ſay, that no Diſſenting Sect whatever can 
have any juſt Pretence for being put upon an 
equal Footing with the Loyal Epi ſcopal Party 
in Scotland, becauſe no one Sect of Diſſen- 
ters was ever the Efabliſbd Church in Eng- 
land, except during the Uſurpation; whereas 
the Epi copal was the Eftabliſh'd Church in 
Scotland from the Time of the Reformation 
to that of the Revolution, except under the 
Uſurpation, and during the Time that King 
James the VIth of Scotland and jfirfl of En- 
gland, was under the Power of an Enthuſi- 
aſtick Mob in Scotland, whoſe Preachers of- 
ten treated him in ſuch a rude Manner, that 
if he had ever any Biaſs towards Popery, it 
may juſtly be imputed to their Inſolence; 
for of all Sorts of Inſolence, that of an in- 
lightned Preacher, with an Enthuſiaſtick 
Mob at his Beck, is the moſt brutal, and 
the moſt provoking to a Man of Senſe and 
genteel Education. When I fay this, I do 
not mean to reflect upon the Preſtyterians, 


or any other Sect of Diſſenters in theſe our 
Days ; for as they do not now conceit, or ſo 


much as pretend, that they have any ſu- 


pernatural Gifts, they are become as conver- 


ſible, 


(13) 
ſible, and as polite in their Bebayiour, as the 
Preachers of any other Sect gr Perſuaſion. 
e This Objection can therefore have no 
n Force againſt any Regulation that may be 
n thought proper for encouraging qualified E. 
picopal Clergymen to ſet up Meeting- houſes, 
and private Schools in Scotland; and till ſome 
. | ſuch Regulation be eſtabliſhed, it is evident, 
as | that an Enthuſiaſtical Jacobite Spirit muſt 
in prevail among thoſe of the Epiſcepal Church 
» in that Part of the united Kingdom, which 
ne will always prompt them to rebel againſt the 
og I} Government, as often as a foreign War, or 
= any other publick Diſtreſs may furniſh them 
i- I with Hopes of Succeſs ; conſequently there 
f. is no other Way for preyenting Rebellions 
at in that Country, unleſs it ſhould be refolved 
it to ſet up an Ingui/itien againſt all thoſe who 
e; || profeſs iz: Au of the Epiſcopal Church 
n in that Part of the Ifland ; or to keep them 


ck in continual Awe by a numerous Standing 
nd Army; neither of which will, J hope, be 
44 reſolved on, | becauſe both are inconſiſtent 
do © with our Conſtitution, and - becauſe either 
ns, will coſt the Publick infinitely more than 
wr would be ſufficient for encouraging Church 
ſo % England Clergymen, qualified according 
ſu- to Law, to Ji up n and Schools, in 
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every Part of the Country where they could 
find any Hearers or Scholars. 

That this fatal Neglect, with regard to 
the Epiſcopal Party in Scotland has been the 
Principal Cauſe of all the Rebellions, and in- 
tended Rebellions, in that Country, ſince 
the Revolution, is farther evident, from their 
having firſt broke out in the North and High- 
lands, where that Party has always been, 
and Nil is the moſt numerous, That there 
were, upon every ( Occaſion, other concurring 
Cauſes, I ſhall admit, but this has been al- 
ways the Chief; and will be till ſome Me- 
thod be taken to furniſh thoſe of that Reli- 
gion with Clergymen and Schoolmaſters, 
well affefted to the Government. As to the 
other concurring e Cauſes in ' former Rebel- 
lions, it is not my Buſineſs to enquire into 
chem; but with reſpect to thoſe that con- 
curred in producing the laſt, I ſhall now 
proceed to enquire into them as far as my 


Knowledge can reach; and in this Inquiry it 


is a little ſurprizing, that the firſt that muſt 
occur to every Man's Obſervation, derives its 
Origin from the Meaſures that were taken 
after the Rebellion in 1715, to prevent the 
like for the future. 

To prove this I muſt give my Readers an 
Abſtract of ſome of the Clauſes of an Act 

paſſed | 


(15) 
paſſed? in 1716, intitled, An Ad for the 
more eſtectual ſecuring the Peace of the High- 
lands of Scotland. By this Law it was enacted 
as follows: 

Sect. 1. After the firſt of Wan 1716, 
it ſhall not be lawful for any Perſons within 
the Shires of Dumbartain, on the North 
Side of the Water of Leven, Sterling on the 
North. Side of the River of Forth, Perth, 
Kencardin, Aberdeen, Inverneſs, Nairn, Cro- 
marty, Argyle, F orfar, Bamff, Sutherland, 
Caithneſs, Elgine, and Roſs, to have in 
their Cuſtody, uſe or bear broad Sword or 
Target, Poynard, Whingar, or Durk, Side 
Piſtol, or Gun, or any other warlike Wea- 
pons, in the Fields, or in the Way, coming 
or going to, from, or at any Church, Mar- 
ket, Fair, Burials, Huntings, Meetings, or 
any other Occaſion whatſoever, within the 
faid Bounds, or to come into the Low Coun- 
tries armed, as aforeſaid: And if any Per- 
ſon above deſcribed, ſhall have in his Cu- 
ſtody, uſe or bear Arms, being thereof con- 
victed before one or more Juſtices .of the 
Peace, or other Judge Competent of the 
Place, ſummarly, he ſhall for the firſt Of- 
tence forfeit all ſuch Arms, and be fined not 
exceeding 40/. nor leſs than 5 J. Sterling, 
and be impriſoned *till Payment; which if 
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' tranſported to the Plantations for ſeven 


| ing: Sc. any warlike Weapons, and the Pe- 


(16) 
nat inſtantly paid after Commitment, the ſald 
Fine ſhall be levied ont of the Offender's 
Goods and Eſtate, by Warrant of the Judge 
who ſhall pronounce ſuch Sentence, to be 
applied, one half to the Informer, and the 
ather at the Sight of the Juſtices where con- 
victed, towards repairing the publick Works 
in the Shire ; and further liable to a Month's 
Impriſonment: And being convicted for a 
ſecond Offence, before the Court of Juſtici- 
ary, or the Judges at their Circuits, ſhall 
ſorfeit fuch Arms, and be fined not exceed- 
ing 80 l. nor under 10 J. Sterling; and for 
every ſubſequent Offence, to a Fine double 
the former, to be levied and applied as above; 
and for want of Payment or a ſufficient Di- 
Kreſs, the Offender ſhall be liable to be 


Years. 
Seck. 6. The above Prohibition of keep- 


nalties aforeſaid, ſhall not extend to Peers of 
this Realm, nor their Sons, nor any Officers, 
or their Aſſiſtants employed in the Execution 
of Juſtice; nor thall this Act extend to hin- 
der any Commoner, havipg the yearly In- 
come of 400 J. Scots, or more, or who is 
otherwiſe qualified to vote at Elections of 
Parliament Men for any of. the aboye-nam'd 


Counties, 


| 17 | 

ald Coußties, to have in his Caſtody or uſe, in 
er Manner allowed by Laws now in Force, 
ige Hany Number of Arms, not exceeding two 
be Fire- locks, two Pair of Piſtols, two Swords; 
the the Magiſtrates o ry Burgh Royal, to 
on- have in their Cuſt ſufficient Number of 
rks | Arms for keeping Gawd within their Burghs 
th's and the Inhabitants to uſe the ſaid Arms in 
keeping Guard. Provided, that the Arms 
in Burghs Royal be kept in Magazines under 
the Care of the Magiſtrates, and not left in 
private Houſes; and that the whole Number 
in any Burgh Royal ſhall not exceed two 
Hundred : Nor ſhall this A& extend to hin- 
der the Commiſſion Officers of the Army, 
and the Soldiers under their Command, to 
keep, uſe or bear Arms as fogmierly; nor 
the Lieutenants of Counties, their Deputies 
and the Militia, nor fenſible Men under 
their Command, to keep, or receive Arms 
out of his Majeſty's Magazines, and to uſe 
the fame during the Time that the Militia 
and fenfible Men ſhall be called out by law 
ful Authority. 

Sect. 7. Provided, that the ſaid Lieuts⸗ 
nants, Sc. return che Arms ſo received with- 
in twenty Days after the Expiration of the 
Time for which they were called out, under 
the Penalties above- mentioned. 

B Seck. 
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Sec. 10. After the firſt of Auguſt 1717, 
and all Time thereafter, the _— Value of 
the Services, called Perſonal Attendance, 
Hoſting, Hunting, Watching and Warding, 
due by Vertue of any, Charter, Contract, 
Cuſtom, or Agreemen . ſhall be 
paid in Money annuallyhſtead of them. 

Sec. 11. The Perſons to whom ſuch Ser- 
vices are due, and thoſe by whom they are 
payable, ſhall each for themſelves agree mu- 
tually for the annual Value, or by Arbitra- 
tors choſen by their mutual Conſent; and if 
they cannot agree in that Manner, either 
Party may apply to the Lords of the Seſſion 
at Edinburgh by Bill or Petition, to have the 
faid annual Value aſcertained by them; and 

the ſaid Lords of Seſſion are ſummarly to de- 
termine the ſame, after having heard both 
Parties, or ſummoned and given them Time 
to compear. 

See. 13. Provided, T hat nothing in this 
Act ſhall enervate or take away any other 
Clauſe or Article in the ſaid Charters, - &c. 
beſides thoſe Clauſes by which the ſaid Ser- 
vices of Perſonal Attendance, Gc. are pay- 
able. 

Seck. 16. Such Perſons as his Majeſty (half 

appoint under his Sign Manual, ſhall, on or 
before the firſt of December 1716, lay be- 


fore 
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(19) 
fore his Majeſty, an Account of the proper 
Places for eſtabliſhing Schools, and of the 
neceſſary Salaries for the Maintenance of them, 
that all needful Proviſion may v8 made for 
that End. 
This Law I muſt beg Leave to exathinns] 


which J ſhall do with that Freedom a Britiſb 


Subject is intitled to, but with all poſſible 
Reſpect to the Legiſlature ; for as our Par- 
liaments do not pretend to Infallibility, tho' 
it be our Duty to give Obedience to a Law 
while it continues unrepealed, we may, and 
it is even our Duty to give our Reaſons for 
having it repealed, when we think it im- 
prudent, or inconſiſtent with the Publick 
Good, which, in my humble Opinion, is 
the Caſe with reſpect to this Law, as well 
as another of the ſame Nature lately kale. 
and my Reaſons are as follow. 

From the Map any Gentleman may ſee, 
that by this Act the greateſt Part of Scotland, 
and by far the moſt warlike, was, fo far as 
this Law could reach, to be abſolutely diſ- 
armed, which in all Ages has been, and with 
Reaſon ought to be deemed, the greateſt 
Affront, and the moſt provoking Badge of 
Slavery; that can be put upon a People. If 
this had been a general Law, if the whole 
Iſland had been put under a like Prohibition, 

B 2 It 
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it might perhaps have been deemed a wiſe 


Precaution, for preventing Inſurrections and 


preſerving the Publick Tranquillity, at leaſt 


no one Part could have had any particular 
Reaſon to complain; but thus to diſarm the 
People of one Part of the Iſland only, was 
in ſome meaſure to tell them, that they 
were no longer to be look'd on as Subjects 
but Slaves. 

Could it be ſuppoſed, that this Law would 


convert, thoſe who were before, in Conſe- 


quence of their Hereditary Right Principles, 
difaffeted? Was it not evident, that it would 
wean the Affections of thoſe who were be- 
fore well- affected to our preſent happy E- 
ſtabliſhment ? And that however the Obedi- 
ence of their chief Noblemen and Gentle- 
men might be inſured by their Fears, or by 
Poſts and Penſions, the Obedience or Fidelity 


of the common People, and thoſe who had 


little or nothing to loſe, was not at all to be 
depended on? No People delighted more in 
Arms than the very common Fellows in the 
North of Scotland, eſpecially the High- 
lands : No People had been longer or more 
accuſtomed to wear them; and to diſarm 
them all at once, was the moſt certain Me- 


thod we could take, for making them em- 


brace 
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brace the firſt favourable Opportu nity of re 
belling againſt the Government. 

To aſk, how could they rebel after dilng 
diſarmed, is ridiculous; for in ſuch an ex- 
tenſive open Country, it is ſo eaſy to hide, 
or to import and conceal Arms, that it could 
not be ſuppoſed, the Diſaffected would deli- 
ver up all their Arms, much leſs that they 
would not be furniſhed with Arms by the 
firſt Potentate we declared War againſt; we 
muſt therefore ſuppoſe, that by this Law 
we diſarmed our Friends only, and thereby 
diſabled them from preventing or oppoſing 
any Inſurrection that might afterwards be re- 
ſolved on by the Diſaffected. 

After having by this Regulation done what 
we could to render the common People, and 
all thoſe of inferior Rank, in that Country 
diſaffected, or at leaſt diſcontented, it is ſur- 
priſing how any one could think of aboliſhing 
their Dependance upon their Chiefs, which 
was the Intention of the 11th and 13th 
Sections above recited. On the contrary, 
we ſhould rather have augmented that De- 
pendance if poſſible; becauſe by Poſts or 
Penſions we might have ſecured the Affecti- 
ons of their Chiefs; and the greater Depend- 
ance thoſe of inferior Rank had upon them, 
the more ready would they have been to have. 
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follow'd them in the Service of the Govern- 
ment, tho' contrary. to their own Inclinations: 
At leaſt it would have prevented thoſe of in- 
ferior Rank from joining in any Rebellion a- 
gainſt, if their Chief had declared in favour 
of the Government. It was therefore very 
lucky for us that theſe Clauſes had no Effect; 
and, indeed, no Effect could be expected 
from them by thoſe who knew any thing of 
the Nature of Tenures in Scotland. By 
theſe Clauſes, tis true, Vaſſals or Tenants 
might oblige their Speriors or Lords to ac- 
cept of a yearly Rent in Money, in Lieu of 
all Perſonal Military Services; but by the 
13th Section all other Services and Rights of 
Superiority were reſerved, and by theſe the 
Superior might find ſo many Ways to diſtreſs 
a Vaſſal who diſobliged him, that none of 
the Latter durit attempt to compel their Su- 
periors to accept of a Money-Rent in Lieu of 
all Military Perſonal Services. According- 


ly, we find, that this Part of the Law has 


had little or no Effect:: The Vaſſals are ſtill 
as much under the Power of their Superior, 
as formerly, few or none of them having 
claimed the Benefit of this Law; which, as 
J have ſaid, was very lucky for us in the late 
Rebellion; for had it been otherwiſe, had all 
thoſe of inferior Rank been quite independent 

of 
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of their Chiefs or Superiors, and at full Li- 
berty to follow their Inclinations, I am con- 
vinced, a much greater Number of them 
would have joined in the Rebellion ; it be- 
ing impoſſible to ſuppoſe, that the People 
can be truly well- affected to that Government 
which has ſet ſuch a particular Mark of In- 
famy upon them, as to prohibit their wear- 
ing or having in their Cuſtody, any Arms 
offenfive or defenſive, whilſt all the reſt of 
his Majeſty's Subjects are allowed the free 
uſe of them; and if the Inclinations of the 
Majority of the People were againſt the Go- 
vernment, the Succeſs which the Rebels at 
firſt met with, would have given Courage 
to all thoſe of inferior Rank, who not being 
acquainted with the Inclinations of the People 
of England, nor with the Reſources the Go- 
vernment had at its Command, might from 
the firſt Succeſs ſuppoſe, that by joining in 
the Rebellion they ſhould reap Laurels m- 
ſtead of Halters. | . 
If a great Part of that Country joined in 
the Rebellion in the Year 1715, it was ow- 
ing, as I have ſaid, to their having been, 
by the Neglect of the Government, bred up 
from their Infancy in Jacbbite Principles, 
which afforded a good Reaſon for diſarming 
all thoſe who profeſſed ſuch Principles; but 
B 4 ſurely 
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ples, nor had ever appeared diſaffected to our 


had upon that very Occaſion appeared in 
Arms, and ventured their Lives and Fortunes 
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ſurely it could be no Reaſon for difarming 
thoſe who never had profeſſed thoſe Princi- 


preſent. happy Eſtabliſhment; much leſs 
could it be a Reaſon for diſarming ſuch. as 


in Defence of the Government, - This was, a 
with regard to them, ſomething ſo like an un- 7 
grateful Return, that if it had been in their Id 
Power, we could not expect their appearing ! 
c 
\ 
| 
{ 


in Arms for our Defence upon any future 


Occaſion, 

But the Truth is, it was not left! in their 
Power to appear in Arms either in their own 
Defence, or in Defence of the Government; 
for tho' when this Law was paſſed, it was 


intended, as appears by the /ixth Section a- 


bove recited, to eſtabliſh Magazines of Arms 
in each County, for the Uſe of the Militia, 


no ſuch Magazines were ever fince thought 
on; ſo that when the Diſaffected took Arms 


upon the Pretender's, Son's landing amongſt 
them, the well- affected had no Arms where- 
withal to oppoſe them, nor could they came 
at any till they were ſent from hence ; there- 
fore no Man who knew any thing of the 
State of that Country, could be ſurpriſed at 

the 
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the Rebellion's' coming to ſuch a Head, be- 

fore any Oppoſition could be made to it. 
When the Law under my Conſideration 
was paſſed, there ſeems to have been ano- 
ther very good Intention, which has been 
equally neglected. That Intention was, as 
appears by the 16th Section, to erect Schools 
at the Publick Expence in the Highlands and 
North of Scotland, for educating the Chil- 
dren of the Poor, and breeding them up in 
Right Principles. If ſuch Schools had been 
erected, and put upon the ſame Footing 
with the Charity Schools now ſetting up al- 
moſt every where in Jreland, I believe, a 
very ſmall Fund from the Publick would 
have been ſufficient, becauſe many loyal 
Gentlemen in England as well as Scotland 
would have contributed to their Maintenance 
and Encouragement, eſpecially if ſome of 
them had been provided with Maſters and 
Overſeers of the Epiſcopal Religion, But 
this good Intention was ſo far from being 
purſued, that no ſuch Sign Manual as is men- 
tioned in this Section, was ever iſſued, ſo 

far as I have upon Inquiry been informed. 
Thus every Part of this Law, which 
would have effectually tended to ſecure the 
Peace of the Highlands, and North of Scot- 
/and, was neglected, and that Part only which 
tended 
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tended to render the whole Country diſaffect- 
ed, or at leaſt diſcontented, was carried into 


Execution. Nay, ſo zealous were we for 


carrying this Part of the Law into Execution, 
that in the Year 1725 a new Act paſſed fot 
difarming the People of that Country, that 


is to ſay, for diſarming thoſe that had been 


before difarmed; and for inflicting higher 
Penalties upon Tranſgreſſors. What re- 
newed-our Spleen againſt the Northern People 
at that Time, I do not know ; for I never 
heard that any one of them was concerned in 
the famous Plot formed, or rather imagined, 
by Lawyer Layer, or in any other Plot ſaid 
to have been formed about the ſame time. 
But whatever was the Canſe, our Spleen roſe 
at that Time fo high, that we reſolved to 
tranſport any Man of that Country who 
ſhould be found with Arms in his Cuſtody ; 
and ſome were for ſtripping the Highlanders 
naked of Clothes as well as Arms; for' a 
Clauſe was propoſed to be added to that Bill, 
prohibiting the Uſe of the Highland Garb, 
without regarding whether the Perſons fo to 
be ſtript of their Clothes, had Money to 
furniſh themſelves with any of a different 
Paſhion. Luckily for the Poor of that Coun- 
try this Clauſe was rejected; and as the Law 
itſelf was ſuffered to expire, I ſhall ſay no 

more 
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ore of it; but I cannot omit the Proteſt 
ntered upon the Journals of the Houſe of 
Lords againſt paſſing this Act, becauſe it will 


wy onfirm what I have ſaid upon the Subject. 
5 | A. | 

at The Proteſt was as follows: 
n 

er Die Lunæ 39 Maij, 172 5. 


Hodie tertia Vice lecta eſt Billa, entitled, 
in At for more effeffually diſarming the 
ighlanders, in that Part of Great-Britain 
alled Scotland, and for the better ſecuring 
be Peace and Quiet of that Part of the King- 
dom. 

The Queſtion was put, Whether this Bill 
ith the Amendments ſhall paſs ? 

It was reſolved in the Affirmative. 


Diſſentient 
l 1, Becauſe the Bill ſets forth, that many 
Perſons in the Highlands commit many Rob- 
beries and Depredations, and oppoſe the due 
xecution of Juſtice againſt Robbers, Out- 
) laws, and Perſons attainted; which Aſſertion 
Ve conceive, was meant as an Inducement 
to paſs the Bill, and therefore ſhould have 
been fully made out by Proof, or have been 
undeniab ly clear from its Notoriety ; but no 
; 0 was attempted to be made of it; and 
We 
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we have not heard that ſuch Outrages, as 
are charged upon the Highlanders, have been 
committed by them of late. 

2. We apprehend that the Bill gives to 
Lords Lieutenants of Counties, Juſtices of 
the Peace, and others, ſuch large and diſcre- 
tionary Powers, in ſome Caſes, as are hardly 
to be truſted in the Hands of any Perſons in 
a free Government, unleſs. apparently neceſ- 
fary to the Preſervation of it. 

. Since the Behaviour of the Highlanders 
has been peaceable and inoffenfive for ſome 
Years paſt, and is ſo at preſent, as far as ap- 
pears to us, we cannot but fear this Bill may 
prove unſeaſonable, may hazard the Loſs of 
that invaluable Bleſſing which we now enjoy, 


a perfect Calm and Tranquillity, and raiſe a- 


mongſt theſe People, that Spirit of Diſcontent 
and Uneaſineſs which now ſeems entirely 
laid; for we apprehend, that the Execution 
of ſome Authorities in this Bill is more likely 
to create, than to prevent Diſorders ; we 
think it applies ſevere Remedies where, as far 
as we can perceive, there is no Diſeaſe, and 
this at a Time when the Highlanders not be- 
ing accuſed of any Enormities, for which, in 
our Opinion, the Legiſlature ought in Juſtice 
to puniſh them, or in Prudence to bear them, 
we think it would become us, as good Patri- 

ots, 
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ots, to endeavour rather to keep chem quiet, 
* than to make them ſo. 
Wharton, Boyle, | 
0 17 Gower, ' Litchfield. 
f | 8 carſdate, 


y When ah Effects of ſuch a Law bad 
n been ſo plainly foretold : when this Pro- 
he phecy was ſo fully verified by the E- 
ent, who could have imagined, that ſuch 
another Law ſhould have been thought of in 
© che laſt Seffion of Parliament; and that to 
- E this new Law we ſhould have added the ſtrip- 
ping Clauſe formerly rejected? Surely we do 
f not think that Diſaffection, like the Plague, 
„ may be' communicated by the Air, or by 
Clothes of any Kind or Faſhion, If this 
t Part of the Act be put vigorouſly in Execu- 
tion, it will actually reduce the Poor of that 
Country to a Neceſſity of going almoſt ſtark 
naked; for it is not in the Power of many of 
them to purchaſe a Suit of Clothes in the 
modern Faſhion, which they muſt buy of a 
Woollen-draper, and have made by a Taylor 
in the Low-Country, perhaps at forty Miles 
diſtance; whereas their own uſual Garb is 
manufactured and made by their Wives and 
* ſo that it coſts them nothing but 


the 
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the Weaving, which they often pay in La- 
bour, But as the Law paſſed laſt Seſſion Was 
introduced in a Hurry, and paſt in a thin 
Houſe, it is to be hoped the Affair will be 
reconſider'd in this Seſſion, and more proper 
Methods contrived for ſecuring the Peace of 
the Highlands and North of Scotland, which 
is the only Defign of this Enquiry ; for if 
this Act be continued, and no properer Me- 
thods taken, I doubt much if an Army of 
ten Thouſand Men can ſecure the Peace of 
that Country, even during the War we are 
now engaged in, The Court of France may 
not always be under the Direction of the 
D' Argen ſons; and if this Law be continued, 
five Thouſand foreign Troops landed in that 
Country, with all proper Implements of War, 
might ſoon ſwell to an Army of twenty or 
thirty Thouſand Men, made deſperate by 
ö rp that 
Unica Jon erit, nullam ſderare ſalutem. 


I have mn the Reaſon why moſt of 
thoſe of the Epi ſcopal Church in Scotland are 
tainted with Jacobite Principles; and that 
they muſt continue to be ſo, till Methods be 
taken to provide them with Epiſcopal Preach- 
ers and School-maſters, that are not tainted 
with ſuch Principles. I have alſo ſhewn the 

2005 Rea ſon 
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Reaſon why all the People of the North and 
4 Hig Bands of Scatland are diſcontented at leaſt, 
if not diſaffected to our preſent happy Eſta- 
bliſhment ; and that they muſt continue to 
be ſo, as long as they are the only People 
er in the Britiſh Dominions, that cannot, by ta- 
0 king the Oaths, intitle themſelves to the Uſe 


ol Arms. And I ſhall now give the Reaſons 
why it is more eaſy 1 in that Part, than in any 
* other Part of the Iſland, for the Diſaffected 
yy and Diſcontented to 7 a Rebellion. 


With Regard to the Highlands, as few 
Strangers have ever yet ſettled among them, 
10 as the Country may be ſaid to be till in the 
Poſſefiion of the firſt Planters, that Clanniſi 


G Diſpoſition, that Attachment a Man has for 
at the Chief of his F amily, or Tribe, which 
2 from Hiſtory we find to have prevailed among 


, the MHorigines of all Countries, is ſtill very 
/ general and very powerful among them, and 
is induſtriouſly inculcated from their moſt 
 Þf tender Infancy, —They may be ſaid to ſuck 
p it in with their Mother's Milk; and they are 
®' Þ taught to believe, that this is the Paramount, 
and, ought to be the governing Principle of a 
Man's whole Life. Their Duty to their 
b. King, their Duty to their Country, nay even 
* their Duty to God, are by thoſe People too 
be Lenerally thought ſubordinate to the Duty 
i 2 they 
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they owe the Chief of their Clan,—If a 
Highland Chief tells his Clan they muſt go 
to fight, they never aſk the Cauſe, nor do 
they aſk what Side he is to engage on, in 


Caſe of a Civil War..—However reaſonable 


ſuch Queſtions may be thought in other Parts 
of the World, they would there be thought 
highly impertinent. — Nay, the Clan will 
follow their Chief againſt their Inclinations, 
againſt their Conſcience ; of which we had 
a notable Inſtance in the Year 1715, in the 
Caſe of the Fraſers.Moſt of that Clan had 
joined in the Rebellion then fomented by the 
late Earl of Mar ; and from their Education we 
muſt ſuppoſe, that they did this in purſuance 
of their real Inclinations and Principles ; but 
no ſooner did they hear of their Chief, the 
preſent Lord Lovat's having landed at Inver- 
neſs, and declared in Favour of the Govern- 
ment, than they all left the Earl of Mar, 
who was then at Perth, returned to Inver- 
neſs, and declared againſt the Cauſe they had 
before eſpouſed, l 
Tho' this extravagant Clanni ſb Diſpolitide 
produces many bad, it produces one good Ef- 
fect; for as the Chief knows, that every 
Man of his Clan will be ready to fight for 
him, or for any Cauſe he eſpouſes, for this 
Reaſon he takes all poſſible Care to encourage 


military 
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military Diſclipline, and to propagate a war- 
like Spirit among them. The ſordid Conſi- 
deration of a high Rent is not in that Coun- 
try the only Thing a Landlord has in View. 
He looks upon his Tenants as his Soldiers, 
therefore he never ſqueezes them up to a 
Rack-Rent, but on the contrary, eaſes a 
Man who gains a CharaQter among his Neigh- 
bours for Courage and Dexterity in military 
Exerciſes. Hence it is, that the People of 
that Country have always hitherto been 
from their Infancy bred up to Arms; and 
that from the higheſt to the loweſt, Courage 
is among them look'd on-as the higheſt Virtue, 
and Cowardice as the moſt abominable and 


infamous of all Vices.— This is certainly a 


very good Effet, and -might be made good 
Uſe of, if Care were taken to have the 


Chiefs educated in right Principles; but it 


will always be attended with this Diſadvan- 
tage, that it is thereby made eaſy for a Num- 
ber of theſe Chiefs to raiſe a Rebellion a- 
gainſt the Government, as Scotland has of- 
ten fatally experienced, when it was a ſepa- 
rate Kingdom, and when this Clannih Diſ- 
poſition prevailed in every * of the Coun- 
try. 
It is therefore the public Intereſt to abo- 
liſh, or at leaſt to moderate this - Clanni/h 
C Diſpoſition , 
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Diſpoſition ; but this is not to be done at 
once by a prohibitory Law, let the Penalties 
be never ſo ſevere. We may as well enact, 
that a Blackamore ſhall be white, or that a 
brave Man ſhall be a Coward, as to enact, 
that ar Scatti ſb Highlander ſhall not have a 
profound Reſpect for the: Chief of: his Clan. 
A Change in this Reſpect muſt be brought 
about by proper Regulations, and: by Degrees. 
— Even without any extraordinary Helps, 
this extravagant Clanniſb Diſpoſition will gra- 
dually decreaſe, by the natural Courſe. of 
Things. It is not yet two Hundred Years 
ſince it prevailed all over Scotland; and while 
it did, the People of the Low Country were: 
equally warlike, and equally accuſtomed. to 
Arms, with thoſe in: the Hrghlands, as ap- 
peared often in Battles or Skirmiſhes between 
them. But ſince Trade and Manufactures 
have been introduced, and ſince the landed 
Gentlemen in the Lom Country began to think 
of Nothing but improving. their Rents, 
not only this Clanni/h; but what is much 
worſe, this warlike Spirit is quite extinct a- 
RA the common Sort of People, 

- Surely, there is not ſuch a Connection do- 
tween a Clannſh and a warlike Spirit, as that 
the one cannot be aboliſhed, without at the 
fame Time extinguiſhing the other. The 

former, 
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former, Eſpecially when it becomes the pa- 
tamount Principle of Action, is always of 
dangerous Conſequcnce to the internal Peace 
of a Country; but in free Countries it is ab- 
folutely neceſſary to propagate and preſerve 
the latter, among the Gentlemen and bettet 
Sort of Cotnmonalty; fot where this is not 
done, the Country muſt either become a 
Prey to a foreign Enemy, or . a numerous 
Standing Army muſt be kept up in the Heart 
of it; and to this Army the Liberties of the 
People will certainly at laſt become an ey 
Prey. I ſhall therefore take this Opportunity 
of recommending to our landed Gentlemen 
not to be ſo anxious about improving their 
Rents, as entirely to neglect the propagating 
of a warlike Spirit and Diſcipline among the 
Farmers and others that depend upon them; 
for in the Time of a Civil War, it is not the 
Revenue of a Gentleman's Eſtate, but the 
Number of brave and well-diſciplined Sol- 
diers he can by his own Authority bring into 
the Field, that makes him conſiderable in his 
Countty 3 and the beſt Laws that ever were 
or ever can be invented, will prove but a 
weak Fence for the Libertics'6f the People, 
if they are not at all Times ready with their 
Swords, to take fignal Vengeance of thoſe 
who bare attempted to break thorough, or 

C 2 evade 
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evade the Laws contrived by their Anceſtors, 
for the Preſervation of publick Liberty, An 
over-grown Miniſter, with ,a corrupt Parlia- 
ment, and a. mercenary Army, may deſpiſe 
the Menaces of an unarmed, undiſciplined 
M ultitude, but a brave warlike People would 
ſoon cut aſunder the Bands of Corruption, 
and diſperſe his mercenary Protectors. 

Therefore, - inſtead of taking Methods to 
extinguiſh the warlike Spirit that prevails a- 
mong the People in the Highlands of Scot- 
land, all the landed Gentlemen in the Hand 
ought to imitate the Highland Chiefs, in 
propagating a warlike and brave Spirit among 
all thoſe that depend upon them. This Sort 
of Spirit may be preſerved, tho' from the 
Experience of what has happened in the Low 
Country of Scotland, we muſt conclude, that 
from the natural Courſe of Things, the Clan- 
niſh Spirit which now prevails in the Highlands 
only, will become at laſt entirely extinct. But 
that Effect which Nature will produce in a 
Length of Time, may, like. many other na- 
tural Productions, be very much precipi- 
tated by Art. A few proper Regulations may 
in a ſhort Time aboliſh in a great Meaſure 
this Clanuiſh Diſpoſition; and for this Pur- 
poſe, nothing can have a greater Effect than 

the erecting of publick Charity Schools in the 
85 ; Higb- 
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' Big hand, upon the ſame Model with thoſe 
hey ſet up in Ireland, and providing ſome 
of them with Epiſcopal Maſters and Over- 
ſeers, qualified according to Law, by which 
the common People would of Courſe be 


taught, that the Duty they owe to the Chief 


of their Tribe or Clan; inſtead of being look d 
on as the Paramoubt, ought to be conſidered 
as a Duty ſübordinate to that which they 


owe their Creator, their Kin E, and their 


| Country 


To d this let me add, that in order to pro- 


duce the deſired Effect the more early, we 
ought to endeavout to put the People of that 
Country into the Hot- bed of Trade and Ma- 
nufactures, which might be done at a very 
ſmall poblick Expence, by improving ſome of 
the many natural Harbours they have in the 


Weſt and North Highlands, and giving En- 


couragement to Merchants and others to build 


Houſes, and ſet up a foreign Trade at thoſe 
Ports. This would furniſh the People with a 
convenient and ready Vent for any Manufac- 
tures they might ſet up; and the Increaſe of 


our *Fifheries and Seamen would ſoon be a 
Compenſation to the Publick, for the Ex- 
pence it had been put to. 


Surely, the Fiſhing Trade upon our own 
Cain deſerves as much our Attention, as 
5 that 
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that upon the Coaſts of, Narth-Americace= 
Neither ought to be neglected; but if any 
Difference he made, it ſhquld. be | in Favour 
of that upon our own Coaſts ;, and therefore 
it is ſurpriſing to hear. ſuch a Rout. made g 
_ bout the Preſervation of Cape Breton, when. at 
the ſame Time we do not beſtqw a Thought 
upon the beneficial, Fiſhing Trade that might 
be carried on upon the Heſter and Northern 
Coaſts of Scotland, eſpecially, that of the Her- 
ring Fi ſbery.— I am very ſenſible of, the Im- 
portance of Cape Breton, il at the ſame Fime 
we preſerye our Poſſeſſion of Newfoundland; 
l hope, neither will eyer be qpenly given 
up, or ſecretly betrayed. to: the Enemy: 
I hope, we ſhall be able by the next Treaty 
of Peace, not only to eſtabliſh our: Right, to 
Cafe Breton, but to make the Freach give 
up their Right of drying Fiſh upon the 
| Northern Coaſts of Newfoundland ; but gur 
Care of the American Fiſhery ought. not: $0 
make us neglect that upon our own Coaſts, 
particularly. that of Herrings, which our 
Neighbours the Dutch make ſuch an Adyan- 
tage of, and by which they maintain ſuch a 
Number of Seamen. This Trade we can never 
recover but by erecting Ports upon the North- 
ern and Weſtern Coaſts of Scotland, where 
= Herring Een Seaſon firſt begins; and 
i my 


| ( 39) 
my Reaſon. for ſaying ſo is becauſe the great 
Profit by this Trade will always be run away 
with, and conſequently the Trade ingroſſed, 
by thoſe who can ſupply the foreign Markets 
with the firſt freſh--or : powdered Herrings; 
for they get ſuch a Profit upon the firſt Car- 
goes they carry to Market, as enables them 
to ſell the reſt: for little more than Prime- 
Coſt. For this Reaſon, when the Dutch 
Herring Fleet goes out, they always take a- 
long with them ſeveral Runners or prime 
ſailing Ships, whoſe Buſineſs is not to fiſh, 
but to receive from all the Fiſhing Veſſels of 
the Fleet, the firſt Herrings they take, and 
as ſoon as the fitſt of theſe Runners is loaded, 
ſhe ſails away directly to the beſt Market, 
the ſecond to the ſecond beſt, the third to 
the third beſt, and ſo on till they have glut- 
ted all the Markets in Europe with freſh or 
powdered Herrings; then the Fleet continue 
, their Fiſhing as long as the Seaſon laſts, and 
> | return with their Cargoes to Holland, where 
| their Herrings are relanded, repack'd, and 
cured for- long keeping ; from whence they 
, are ſent by Degrees, in the Winter Time, to 
J the ſeveral foreign e and ſold at a 
. very ſmall Advantage. 1 
ö Now, as the Dutch Herring Fleet confiſts | 
1 IP of 14 or 1 500 Ships, they will al- b 
| C 4 Ways 
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ways by this Means be able to underſell, and 
conſequently ruin any Company, or any pri- 
vate Adventurer that ſends but one or a few 
Ships upon this Trade, from any diſtant Port 
of this Iſland; but if we had ſeveral Ports 
upon the Weſt and North of Scotland, where 


the Shoals of Herrings always firſt come; tho 
often a Week or two ſooner or later than 
uſual; and proper Ships in thoſe Ports for 
failing to the Baltich, the Bay of. Biſcay, or 
the Mediterranean, private Adventurers might 
often get the ſtart. of the Dutch at all the fo- 
reigh Markets; becauſe: the Shoals: of Her- 
rings come ſo near the Weſtern and Northern 
Iſlands of Scotland, that the People go out in 
open Boats and catch vaſt Quantities of them 
but as they have at preſent no Ships ready at 
Hand to carry their firſt Herrings to any 
foreign Market, nor any Vent for more than 
is conſumed in the Neighbourhood, they 
give over fiſhing, as ſoon as they find they 
have gat a ſufficient Quantity for that Pur- 
poſe; whereas if there were proper Veſſels 
in ſome neighbouring Port for carrying their 
Herrings directly to foreign Markets, they 
would not only watch the firſt Shoals that 
appeared upon the Coaſt, but would provide 
ſuch a Number of Boats and little Veſſels for 
afhing, as might in one Day or two load ſe- 
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veral Ships for the foreign Markets. ' By this 
Means our Merchants upon the Weftern and 
Northern Coaſts of Scotland would reap the 
Advantage of being the firſt at all the 
foreign Markets, and this would enable 
them to underſell the Dutch at all Markets 
during the Winter; for at Glaſgow they 
now know the Method of Curing for a Win- 
ter Sale, and make as good Salt Herrings as 
any that come from Holland, but ſuch is the 
Advantage of being the firſt in ſupplying the 
foreign Markets, that Dutch Herrings may 
be imported, and ſold cheaper at London 
than * ergo are FE by the IE 
Traders. 

Thus by en df proper m and a 
Number of prime ſailing Ships upon the 
Weſtern and Northern Coaſts of Scotland, we 
might in a ſhort Time ingroſs the whole 
Trade in Herrings to ourſelves, which would 
of Courſe increaſe both our Cod and Whale 
Fiſheries; and this would not only increaſe 
the Number of Inhabitants in our Northern 
and Weſtern Iſlands, but alſo would render 
almoſt every Man of them a compleat Sailor; 
which would ſo much increaſe the Number 
of our Seamen, that we ſhould never be in 
want of them, nor ever obliged to have Re- 
courſe to the Method of Preſſing, for Man- 
ning 


(42) 
nirjg-oor Navy upon any Emergency; wheres 
as moſt of thoſe Seamen employed in our A 
merican: Fiſheries, are at ſuch à Diſtance, 
that we cannot make uſe of them for man- 
ning our Navy upon aby ae abs wes 
ſeen Neceſſity, +. | 

hHeſides theſe and many "_ ee 
it is evident, that a flouriſtüng Trade upon 
the Metern Coaſts and Iflands of Scotland 
would produce ſuch a Reſort of Strangers to 
that Cauntry, and ſuch a frequent Inter- 


courſe between the Inhabitauts and thoſe of J 


the other Parts of the Iſland, as would in a 
ew Tears put an End to that Canniſb Diſ- 
poſition which at preſent prevails among the 
People; and as the landed Gentlemen would 
then be all engaged in the Fiſhing Trade 
and in a Way of improving their Fortunes 
daily, it would not be eaſy to perſuade them 
to join in any Plot or Rebellion againſt the 


Government; eſpecially; if proper Care weto 


taken to have them educated in right Prin- 
ciples, and the Diſcontents of the People re- 


moved by repealing. thoſe diſarming Lavvys 


which have eſtabliſhed ſuch an invidious and 
galling Diſtinction between them and the reſt 
of his Majeſty's Subjects. I mean only thoſe 
Laws which ſeem to impreſs the Character of 
ann, upon. the Soih the Air or. Cli- 


mate, 
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mate, of certain Counties, as if eyery Map 


born in that Boi), Air or Climate muſt ne- 


reſlarily be 2 Jgcelite; fpr as to thoſe Laws 
by, which Papi/ts..and Nonjurors are to be 


diſarmed, nonę of them ought to be repeal- 


ed, but further enforced if poſſible, EYE 
If theſe Methods, were ſteadily purſued 


but. for a few; Vears, and Care taken to diſ- 


cipline as well as arm the yvell-affeted, the 
Numbers of the Niſaffected would become 


ſo inconſiderable, that ſhould they have freſh 
Arms put 1ntg their Hands hy a foreign Ene- 
my, the Militia of the Country would al- 


ways be able to give a good Account of them, 


as;pgll, as of any. Number of foreign Troops 
that could by Stealth be ſent to their Aſ- 


fiſtagcec. This would always be the Caſe 
under a juſt and mild Government; and, I 


hope, the | Legiſlature will | never think of 


Methods for ſupporting any other Sort of 


Government in that, or any other Part of 


the Britiſb Dominions; but I muſt obſerve, 
that the ſupreme Goyernment of a Country 


may be juſt and mild, and yet in ſome par- 
ticular, Parts the People may be cryelly op- 


preſſed. This may more probably happen to 
be the Caſe in Scotland, than in any other 


Part of the Britiſh Dominions, becauſe of 


the great Power the Lords of Manor and o- 
ther 


6440) 
ther hereditary Juriſdictions ſtill retain, nt 
only over their Yaſals, but alſo over all thoſe 
that live within their Juriſdiction, which is 
another Reafon for its being more eaſy to raiſe 
Rebellions in Scotland than i in any other Patt 
of his Majeſty's Dominions.' © 

For ſetting this Reaſon in its proper Light, 

I muſt beg Leave to give a ſhort Account of 
the Tenures and other hereditary Juriſdictions 
you ſubfiſting in Scotland, © ** 
The Lands in Scotland are ſtill held as the 
Lands in England formerly were, by Mik. 
tary Service or in Common Soccage; the forttitr 1 
is there called Ward, the latter Fewholditig. h 
As to  Fewholdings the Superior has very little 
Powet over his Yaſſal, unleſs he be poſſeſſed || ; 
of ſome of thoſe Furiſdifive Powers which 
ſhall be hereafter explained; But as to Ward. 
holdings, which is that ſort of Holding by 
which moſt of the Lands in the North, 
eſpecially the Zghlands of Scotland, are 
held to this Day, the Superior has great 
Power, by means of ſeveral Rights he is by 
Law intitled to, which in Scotland are called 
Caſualties, becauſe they caſually happen to 
accrue to him; as firſt, If the Yaſſal who ſuc- 
ceeds to the Eſtate be a Minor or under Age, 
the Superior has the whole Eſtate of the 
Male Heit till he be Twenty-one, and of 
, the 
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( 45) 
the Female Heir till ſhe be fourteen Years 


old, and poſſeſſes the Rents and Profits without 8 


any Account, being obliged only to give the 
Heir a proper Education, and to keep the 
Manſion-Houſe, Garden and Park in due 
Repair; ſo that if the Anceſtor has diſo- 
bliged his Superior, his Infant Heir can neither 
get Education, nor the Manſion-Houſe, &c. 


kept i in Repair, without a Law Suit, which 


is both expenſive and dangerous. 
adh, Let the Neceſſities of the Vaſl be 


never ſo urgent, he cannot ſell any Part of 


his Eſtate without the Superior's Conſent ; 
becauſe if he ſells more than half, tho' at 


different Times, the whole Eſtate becomes 


forfeited to the Superior. 

3dh, If the Vaſſal Heir be not married at 
the Time of his Anceſtor's Death, the Supe- 
rior may offer him a Woman for his Wife, 
and if ſhe be his Equal, and he refuſes to 
accept her, and marries another, he forfeits 
three Years Rent of his whole Eſtate to his 
Superior. Nay, tho' the Superior do not of- 
ter him; any Woman for Wite, yet upon. his 


Marriage, he forfeits two Years Rent of his 


whole Eftate to his Superior, which For- 
feiture, when rigorouſly exacted, muſt fall 
very hard upon à Gentleman juſt married, 
cſpecially.in Scotland, where a Man of 500 f. 
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4 Year, can idm get more  thafi' $061, 
Fortune with his Wife: - 54,4140 
| Theſe are Rights pecdftie t to nur boni 
ings, and there are others e ras to 
as ol as Mard- holding, s 
If the Heir do not elle det 

the Ancelioe's Death enter, ot get himſelf in 
feoffed in the Lands, the Superior has 4 Right 
to a yearly Rent, equa to the Rent of che 
Eſtate, as it is valued upon the King's Boks, 


chat is to ſay, the Rent at which il pays the 


Land J. ax; and whenever the Superior pleas 
ſes, he may ſummon the Heir to enter, after 
which he is intitled to the whole Rent, and 
by a ſhort Proceſs he may enter into the Pôſ- 
ſeſſion, tho' the Heir be abroad at the Tinie, 
and perhaps ignorant of his Anceſtor's Death, 
2. When the Heir enters, or gets him- 
ſelf infeoffed in his Anceſtor's Eſtate, he muſt 
pay an Acknowledgment to his Superior, 
which is called Relief. In Fp to- holdings this 
Acknowledgment or Caſualty is inconſiderable, 


being only double the Fe- Dury of Qn. 


rent; but in Ward-holdings it is the full Va- 
lue of one Vear's Rent of the Eſtate, When 
the Superior happens to be in Poſſeſſion; and 
even when the Superior is not in Poſſeſſien, 


it is the full Value of one Vear's Rent of the 


Eftate, as it ſtands rated in the King's Books. 
2.8 
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3. If a Vaſal happens to be out-lawed, 
which in Scotland is generally the firſt Writ 
of Execution upon every Judgment or De- 
cree for Debt, and remains ſo for a Vear, 
which he muſt do, unleſs in that Time he 
pays the Debt, or gives ſome Satisfaction to 
his Creditor, the Superior gets thereby a 
Right to his Eſtate for his, the out-lawed 
Vaſſalbs Life, and may by a very ſnhort Pro- 


5 Iceſs turn him directly out of Poſſeſſion. 


By theſe Caſualties the Reader may ſee, 
how much a Superior may diſtreſs his Vaſſal, 
and conſequently how careful every Vaſſal 
muſt be, eſpecially a Vaſſal by Ward-holding, 
not to diſoblige his Superior; but there are 


. Jother Rights belonging to Superiors in Scot- 


land, which are called Military Perſonal Ser- 


vices, and are ſtill more oppreſſive. Theſe 


Services conſiſt in what they call Ho- 
mg, Hunting, Watching, and Warding, 
whereby the Vaſſal is obliged to attend in 
Arms, and at his own Expence, as often as 
his Superior calls him out to fight, or to a 
Hunting-Match, or to keep Watch in any 
Place the Sapertor appoints, or to guard his 
Perſon in any of his Peregrinations; and this 
ſeems to be by the Law of Scotland almoſt 
without any Limitation or Reſtraint upon the 
Fart of the Superior, as to what Seaſons, of 

how 
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out. 

By a late Regulatlon or Decree of the 
Lords of Seſſion in Scotland the Vaſſal, in- 
deed, may commute or pay a certain Sum of 
Money, in lieu of each perſonal Attendance; 
but as to the Frequency or Duration of theſe 
Attendances, the Superior ſeems: ſtill to have 
an arbitrary Power over his Vaſſal, and when 
he has a great many ſuch, they alone muſt 
put it in his Power to raiſe a Rebellion, as often 
as he is prompted either by his Intereſt or his 
Paſſion; for from the Hiſtory of Scotland it 
is manifeſt, that the innumerable Commo- 
tions in that Country, have generally been 
more owing to private Intereſt or Paſſion than 
to any Concern for the Welfare or publick 
Good of their Country; which muſt always 
be the Caſe, in thoſe Countries where the 
Government conſiſts of a Confederacy, of 
Princes, with a King at their Head, each of 
whom has a Sort of ſole and arbitrary ſove- 
reign Power, within his own reſpective Ter- 
ritory, or over thoſe he calls his own People. 
This the Barons had after the Conqueſt in 
England: This the Chiefs of Clans have al- 
ways had in Scotland: This the ſovereign 
Princes now have in Germany, and this 
thews the Excellency. of the antient Saxon 

| OConſti- 
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Conftitution for by that the Lord of a Ma- 
nor, how extenſive ſoever it might be, had 
no ſole and abſolute Power over thoſe within 
his Manor, but in every Caſe was obliged to 
have the Conſent of his Hall. mote, fo that he 
could iſſue no Orders, nor make any Decreeb 
e without the Conſent of the Majority of the 
& Frecholders within his-Manor ; and therefore 
n | his Reſolves were not 6 ſabjeR to be govern'd 
& | by private Intereſt, Paſſion, or Caprice. 
en The Caſe of theſe Vaſſals in Scotland, 
is when their Superior happens to take it into 
it | his Head to raiſe or join in a Rebellion, is 
o- | really deplorable. If any of them refuſe his 
en | Summons, and he ſucceeds in his Attempt, 
an | they forfeit their Eſtates to him, and their 
Families are ruined by their Diſobedience: 
If they obey his Summons, and he or his 
Party be defeated, they forfeit their Lives and 
Eſtates to the Crown. Tis true, if they 
refuſe to join their Superior in a Rebellion, 
and he fails of Succeſs, they may now free 
themſelves from their Vaſſalage, by an Act of 
the Firſt of his late Majeſty ; but if the Su- 
perior*s Rebellion ſhould happen, by Succeſs, 
to change its Name, ſuch diſobedient Vaſſals 
would then forfeit their Eſtates to their Supg- 
rior, which Forfeitures he would certainly 
take Advantage of; and as it is impoſſible for 
D A 
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( 50.) 
a Government to try and convict every little 
Land- holder that joins in an unſucceſsful Re- 
bellion, if the Rebellion appears at firſt to 
have an equal Lay for-Succeſs, ſuch Vaſſal 
moſt of Courſe conclude, that he riſæs more 
by not joining his Superior in the Robellion, 
than he can gain by refufing to join him ; 
which is a Concluſion that no wiſe e 
ment ought to leave any Room for. 
But leſt theſe Rights of Superiority ſhould 
riot be fufficient to <ablith 3 in the Perſom of 
the Superior an arbitrary Power over his Vaſ- 
fals, moſt of them have got lodged: in their 
Families, by hereditary Right, a juri/di#ive 
Power over all their Vaſſals of every Kind; 
and ſome of theſe juriſdictiue Powers extend 


not only over their own Yaſſals, but over a 


whole County or Province, and a the In- 
habitants within the ſame. 

Theſe laſt are Hereditary Sheriff ſhips, by 
which ſuch a Family has got an Hereditary 
Right to be High-Sheriff of ſuch a County, 
and enjoys all that juriſditive Power, which 
in other Counties belong to the High- Sheriff 
appointed by the Crown; and it is to be ob- 
ſerved, that as the Juſtices of Peace exer- 
i but very little Power in Scotland, the 


be, or his _ exerciſes. more, 
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and has a more arbitrary Power than fuch 
Officers have in England. 

" Hereditary Regalities or Royalites, by 
which # whole Country is erected into a Re- 
gality or Royalty, and the hereditary Lord of 
that Royalty is inveſted with almoſt a ſove- 
reign Power within that Royalty ; for he has 
a Furifdidion equal to the Juſticiary Court, 
or Court of King's-Bench in Scotland: nay; 
he may even remove Trials from that Court 
to his own, except in Treaſon, Murder; 
Fire-raifitig, Robbery; and Rapes, if the Cri- 
minal reſides within his Royalty ; and the 
Juſticiary Court cannot, by Certiorari, of 
otherwiſe, remove the Trial of any Crime 
that propetly belongs to him. Then in civil 
Cauſes he has the ſame juriſdictive Power 
with the Sheriff; and he has by Efcheat the 
perſonal Eftate of an thoſe that are for any 
Cauſe, or by any Court whatſoever, out- 
lawed, which is, as J have ſaid, generally 
the very firſt Writ of Execution iſſued in 
Scotland; even in Actions of Debt, &c. 

And laftly Baronies, which means a Land 
Eftate, ſometimes a very large one, united 
and erected into a Barony, in Favour of the 
Proprietor, who is thereby hereditarily veſfed 


with juriſdictive Powers, almoſt equal to ths 
Serif, 
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From theſe juriſdictive Powers it is appa - 
rent, that not only Vaſſals, but all thoſe who 
live within. the Extent of the Juriſdiction, 
muſt be very much under the Power, and 
obliged to court the Favour of that Family, 
within whoſe Juriſdiction they live; and the 
ſhort Leaſes uſually granted to Farmers in 
Scotland, makes them much more depend- 
ent upon the Land- holders than the Farmers 
are in England; for in Scotland, particularly 
in the North, the Farmers Leaſes are gene- 
rally but for three or five Vears, and ſeldom 
above ſeven; ſo that if the Farmer has a 
cheap Leaſe, he is always in dread of being 
turned out; and if he has a dear one, he is 

uſually in Debt to his Landlord, and always 
in dread of having his Goods ſeiꝛed on, and 
his Family ruined. Whereas, in England, 
the Farmer's Leaſes are generally for Lives, or 
a long Term of Years, and if they pay their 
Rent regularly, they have little or no Depen- 
dance upon their Landlord, 

Beſide the Dependance created: by the 
Shortneſs of the Farmer's Leaſes in Scot land, 
there is another Cuſtom, which not only in- 
creaſes that Dependance, but renders the 
Farmers, in ſome Meaſure, the Slaves of 
their Landlords, The Cuſtom I mean, is 

that of the Services due by almoſt all the 


Farmers 
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Farmers in Scotland to their Landlords, 
which Services conſiſt in ſuch as were antient- 
ly due in England, from the Tenants, by 
Soccage and Villenage Tenure; for the Far- 
mers in Scotland are obliged to plow and fow 
the demeſne Lands of their Landlord, he fur- 
niſhing only the Seed; to reap his Corn, in 


Harveſt; to carry Gat and ſpread his Dung 


to dig his Turf; in ſhort to do every Thing 


neceſſary for the Culture of his demeſne 


Lands; and as ſuch Services are no where 
exactly aſcertained, they give the Landlord a 
Power to oppreſs his Farmers, or any one of 
his Farmers, whenever he pleaſes. 

After this ſhort Account of the Power 
which the great Lords, and other Land- 
holders in Scotland ſtill have over their Va. 


ſals and Farmers, and over all thoſe that live 


within their hereditary Juriſdiftions, T muſt 
obſerve, that this Power, like a two-edged 


Sword, cuts both Ways againſt the Peace of 
an eſtabliſhed Government. If one of theſe 


Lords be a moderate, juſt, and generous Man, 
he has ſo many Ways to oblige and gratify 


thoſe under his Power, that moſt of them 


are upon all Occaſions ready to venture Life 


and Fortune at his Command; and the Ma- 
jority being willing, they of Courſe will al- 


ways have it in their Power to compel the 
D 3 unwilling 


( 54 ) 
unwilling to lift tbemſelves in the Service, 
unleſs the Government has in that Neigh- 
bourhood a regular Army ſufficient for their 
Protection. Therefore, whilſt this Power is 
preſerved, it will always be eaſy for ſuch a 
Lord, when prompted by his Principle, his 
Ambition, his Intereſt, or his Reſentment, to 
aſſemble a great Number of Men in Arms 
againſt an eſtabliſhed Government; and two 
or three ſuch Lords joining together, will 
be able in a few Days to form an Army, 
ſufficient to ſtand an Engagement with the 
Regular Troops, unleſs; a very great Number 
of them be always kept in the Country. 

On the other Hand, when one of theſe 
great Lords, or even his Bailiff, or Delegate. 
happens to be unjuſt, oppreſſive, and cruel in 
his Diſpoſition, let the ſupreme Government 
of the Kingdom be never ſo mild, the Peo ple 
under his Power muſt be oppreſled, and il 
conſequently be ready to join in any Enter- 
prize that has a Tendency towards - relieyin 
them from that Oppreſſion. Therefore fuck 
hereditary Powers and Juriſdictions may in 
both Caſes be the Cauſe of a Rebellion, a: 
gainſt the moſt mild and juſt Government ; ; 
and if a particular Enquiry were to be.made 
into the hereditary juriſdictive Powers now 
ſubliting | in Scotland, and into the late Fee 
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ciſe of thoſe Powers, it might perhaps ap- 

ar, that this was one of the original Cau- 
ſes of the late Rebellion, as well as of all the 
Commotions that happened in Scat land at the 
Time of, or have happen'd ſince the Revolu- 
tion; for as moſt of thoſe that are poſſeſſed 
of ſuch juriſdictive Powers, now reſide almoſt 
continually at London, or in England, and 
delegate their Power to Bailiffs and Under- 
Agents, thoſe Delegates may for a long 
Time opprels the People in a Nerd Manner, 
without its coming to the Knowledge of any 
of our ſupreme Magiſtrates, or even of the 
Perſon who delegates his Power to them; be- 
cauſe ſuch Oppreſſors generally treat thoſe 
they reſolve to lay their Paws upon, as Rat- 
catchers do Rats, they give them ſuch a ſud- 
den and ſevere Squeeze, as puts it out of their 
Power, either to bite or complain in a proper 
Manner, 

"Theſe being at preſent the Circumſtances 
of the People of Scotland, and from theſe 
Circumſtances it being apparent, that the Far- 
mers are in ſome Meaſure the Slaves of the 
Land-holders, and that the Land-holders are 
moſt of them in ſome Meaſure the Slaves of 
their Superiors, eſpecially if thoſe Superiors 
be veſted with any hereditary juriſdictive Pow» 
ers, as moſt of them are, every one muſt 


D 4 ſee, 


perzors or Landlords, as the People now are 


(56) 
ſe, that the moſt effectual, and indeed the 
only effectual Method for preventing any fu- 
ture Rebellions in Scotland, is to aboliſh all 
bereditary Furiſdifions, and all Caſualties and 
Perſonal Services, and to make the People in 
Scotland as free and independent of their Su- 


in England; which may eaſily be done, with» 
out any great Expence to the Publick, and 
without doing a real Injury to any heredite 
ary Magiſtrate, Superior, or Landlord in 
Scotland. Unleſs ſomething of this Sort be 
done, and effectual Methods taken for having 
the People of Scotland educated in right poli- 
tical Principles, and employ'd in Trade and 
Manufactures, a numerous Army of merce+ 
nary Troops muſt always be kept up in that 
Country, which, I hope, the Britiſb Parlia- 
ment will never agree to: I am ſure, they ne- 
ver will, unleſs they are reſolved to make a 
Preſent of their Liberties to their Sovereign. 
Hitherto I have touched only upon the 
remote Cauſes of the laſt Rebellion, I now 
come to thoſe that were more immediate; 
and here I muſt obſerve, that conſidering the 
Circumſtances of the People of Scotland, at 
the Time the War was declared between 
France and us: Conſidering that a great Num. 
ber of them were diſaffected, that a much 
| greater 
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greater Number were diſcontented, and that 
the diſaffected or diſcontented Lords, and 
conſiderable: Land-holders, had it in their 
Power to raiſe.great Numbers of Men, either 
by Perſuaſion or Compulſion, it was a Sur- 
prize to every one that was not an utter Stran- 
ger to the Country, to find that Part of the 
united Kingdom, eſpecially the North, almoſt 
entirely drained of regular Troops; but it 
was a much greater Surprize to learn, that 
no Methods had been taken to diſcipline the 
well- affected Militia, or to provide Maga- 
zines of Arms for their Uſe, according to the 
Directions of the 6th Section of the Act be- 
fore mentioned. 

Was it not to be expected, that in a War 
with France and Spain, ſome Attempt would 
be made to land the young Pretender, who 
was then in France, amongſt us? And as they 
had failed in their Attempt upon England, 
was it not to be expected, that their next At- 
tempt would be in Scotlaud ? Could it be ex- 
pected, that we could guard the Coaſt of 
Scotland, by our Cruiſers, ſo as to prevent 
two of three Men of War coming from 
France to land the young Pretender in that 
Country, with Arms and Ammunition for 
ſuch as ſhould join him? Could it be ſuppo- 

ſed, that the well-affected without Arms, 
without 
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(38) 
without Ammunition, - could oppoſe the Diſ- 
affected and Difeontented, who were much 
more numerous, when provided with Arms 
and Ammunition from our declared Enemies 
the French and Spaniards? We know, that 
in all Countries Where regular Armies are 
kept up, the People not only beeome unac- 
quainted with Arms and Diſcipline, but be- 
come unwilling and averſe to fight againſt 
thoſe, who do not came in Search of Plunder 


Way eoneerned in the Diſpute, or if they do, 
they truſt entirely to the regular Troops for 
their Defence, and when they find them de- 
Seated; they ſubmit eaſily to the Conqueror. 


Wealth, all the Arms, all the Ammunition; 
and in ſhort all the chief Nobility and Gentry 
of the United Kingdoms, are now lodged in 
and about the City London, and as that City 
is now grown to ſuch a monſtrous Size, e- 
very one muſt know, that no Rebellion can 
ſucceed- againſt an eſtabliſhed Government; 
while it keeps Poſſeſſion of that City, chere 
fore it was not to be ſuppoſed, that any of 
the Scottiſb Nobtlity or chief Gentry would 
be ſo mad as to join the Pretender, ſhould he 
land amongſt them, unleſs he brought along 
why _ a- great Body of — * 
an 


but Dominion. They think themſelves no 


I knew it may be objected, that as all the 
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and this we could always preyent by our 
Navy. In anſwer to this I muſt allow, that 
whilt our Government keeps Poſſeſſion of 
London, it needs be in no great Fear of an 
Invaſion or Inſurrechion, which by the Bye I 
muſt obſerye betgkens no Good to our Lir 
berties; but this is known to very few Gen- 
tlemen in Scotland; and if it had, the Pro- 
miſes of Aſſiſtance. from the two powerful 
Kingdoms of France and Spain, might have 
furniſhed them with Hopes of ſurmounting 
this Obſtacle. They had a farther Encou- 
ragement from the loud Clamours ſo gene- 
rally ſpread, for ſome Years before, all over 
Englang, againſt Bribery and Corruption. 
This they had been fully informed of by the 
Inſtructions ſent from moſt Counties, Cities, 
and Boroughs to their Repreſentatiyes, and 
publiſhed in pur Daily, Weekly, and Month- 
ly News-Papers; and as no Step had been 
taken to remove this Grievance, as the Bills 
propoſed for that Purpoſe had often and 
lately been rejected, they from thence vainly 
imagined, that the People of England, par- 
ticularly the City of London, would take the 
firſt Opportunity to declare in their Favour. 
We could not but foreſee that theſe Con- 
ſiderations would have great Weight with the 
Diſaffected in Scotland, and when "_ 
m 


(60) | 
him they call their only rightful King, might 
prevail with great Numbers of them to take 
Arms againſt the Government, ſhould they 
be furniſhed with an Opportunity to afſemble 
in a Body, by the Country's being drained 
of Regular Troops. How imprudent then, 
how cruel was it to withdraw all the Regular 
Troops from the North and Highlands of 
Scotland, without taking any one other Me- 
thod for preſerving the Peace of that Coun- 
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try. No one in England, ſurely, had any] 


Intention, that a Rebellion ſhould be raiſed 
in Scotland; but from ſuch a Conduct at ſuch 
a critical Conjuncture, one would be apt to 
conclude, either that we were ignorant of 
the Circumſtances of that Country, or that 
we very little attended to the Preſervation of 
its Tranquillity. Nay, fo little did we at- 
tend to preſerving Peace in that Country, that 
after we had certain Information of the young 
Pretender's landing in one of the Weſtern 
Iſlands of Scotland, and of his endeavouring 
to get his Friends to take Arms in his Favour, 
no immediate Care was taken by thoſe whoſe 
Duty it was to think of, and give the beſt Ad- 
vice upon ſuch an important Occafion : I fay, 
no immediate Care was taken by them, to 
have either Arms or proper Directions ſent 
to a well- affected in chat Part of the united 
| | Kingdom: 
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Kingdom: Sir John Cope only had Orders 
ſent him to aſſemble what forces he had, 
and march to the North, to quell any Inſur- 
rection that might happen there: From 
whence it is to be preſumed that we thought, 

an Inſurrection of Higblanders, provided with 
Arms and Ammunition, led on by their Chiefs, 
and headed by the young Pretender in Perſon, 
would be as eaſily quelled as a Mob of an- 
n. armed Butchers or Colliers in England. 

my] Was this judging ? Could ſuch a Judg- 
ſel ment proceed from any Thing but a total 
ich Ignorance of the Circumſtraces of the Coun- 
to] try, as well as of the Nature of the People? 
of If we had known any thing of either, we 
hat | muſt have known, that before Sir Jahn Cope 


of could aſſemble his Forces, which were then 


at- all in the South of Scotland, and march to 
nat the North, the Diſaffected would be got to a 
Head too mighty for him to deal with, conſi- 
nl dering the ſmall Body of regular Troops he 
ing || could carry along with him. This was evident, 

ur, | and if it had not been for the Addreſs and 
ofe | Diligence of a learned Judge of Scotland, who 
d- || as ſoon as he heard of the Pretender's Land- 
ay, ing, repaired to Inverneſi, and who, from his 


to Moderation, Juſtice, and good Senſe, has al- 


ent ways had great Influence even among the-Diſ- 
ted affected: I ſay, if 1 it had not been. for this 


Gentleman, 
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Gentleman, the Rebels would Have becom 
ſo numerous, upon their firft Appearanee, that 
Sit John Cope could not have ventured to march I r 
againſt them, or even to ſay for them am , 
where in Scotland for by this Gentleman's J 
Influence alone, feveral T bonſditds wete pre- 7; 
vented from joining them, that would othet- 
wiſe have joined them at the firſt Call; and 7 
in that Caſe they might have marched to I p 
England ſooner chen they did, with at leaſt 
15 or 16000 Men. If they had done fo, God Ie 
knows what might have been the Conſe: e 
quence; thetefops it may jaſtly be faid, that || 1 
- 

[ 


in fome Meaftre we owe the Preſervation of 
our preſent happy Eſtabliſhment to this wor- 
thy Gentletnan's Addrefs and Diligence upon 
that important Occaſion; 

After having thus ſhewi the original and 
true Cauſes of the laſt Rebellion in Scotland, I 
cannot help again expreffing my Surprize at 
fome of the Regulations contained in the Act 
paſſed at the End of the laſt Seffion, for the 
more effectual diſarming the Highlands of 
Scotland, &c. The Regulations I mean are, 
Fhat for difarming the People of the 4ohole 
North of Scotland, and that for ſtripping the 
Higblanders of their uſual Garb. With reſpect 
to the Diſaffected, the Inefficacy, and with 
repe to the well. affected, the bad Effect of 

I the 
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the firſt of theſe Regulations, I have already 


ſhewn to be apparent from Reaſon ; and. the 
laſt Rebellion had made both ſo appa- 


rent from Experience, that Nothing but the 


Art of thoſe, who are poſſeſſed of hereditary 
Juriſdictions, and great Snperiorities | in Scot- 
land, could have led us into the reviving, and 
a ſecond Time eſtabliſhing ſuch a Regulation. 
It was at firſt a Tub thrown out for the Whale, 
by ſelf-intereſted Men, to prevent her attack- 
ing. the Ship on which their Properties were 
embarked, therefore the Miſtake was at firſt 
excuſable, but after Experience had made the 
Miſtake apparent, if we had laſt Seſſion had 
Time to have conſidered the Affair maturely, 
no Artifice could have led us a ſecond Time 
into. the ſame Miſtake. 


As to the other Reoulation po ſtripping the 


Highlanders of their uſual Clothes, I do not 


know what to think of i it, at leaft I ſhall not 


ſay what I think: If it were to be put rigo- 
rouſly i in Execution, moſt of the poor People 


in that Country, as I have already obſerved, 
would be ſtript naked, and in a free Country 


it is of the moſt dangerous Conſequence, to 


enact any Law that in its Nature does not 
admit of a rigorous Execution; becauſe i it ne- 
ceſſarily veſts in the civil Magiſtrate a Sort of 


diſpenſing Power, which is inconfiſtent with. 


Liberty, 


(64) 
Liberty, and may breed Diſaffection to our 


preſent happy Eſtabliſhment. Therefore, I 
muſt ſuſpe&, that either the Jacobites, or 


thoſe that are poſſeſſed of hereditary Juri ſdic- 


tions in the Highlands of Scotland, were un- 
der hand the firſt Promoters of this Regula- 


tion. Surely the Highland Garb, or a Party- 
coloured Plaid or Stuff, does not infect People 
with Facobitifm, becauſe many of thoſe that 


wear it, have upon all Occaſions, particularly 
the laſt, taken Arms in favour of the Govern- 
ment: It cannot be look'd on even as a Badge 
of Jacobitiſm, becauſe his Majeſty's Officers 
and Soldiers are by this Law expreſsly allow'd 
to wear it. I cannot therefore, for my Life, 

comprehend what elſe could induce People to 
think of, or agree to a Regulation that will 
be vaſtly inconvenient, if not abſolutely im- 
practicable, for a great Number of his ue 
ſty's faithful Subjects. 

I muſt for this Reaſon ſuppoſe, that both 
this and the former Regulation proceeded 
from the Hurry Gentlemen were in at the 
End of laſt Seſſion, and that the Affair will 
be reconſider'd in this. I humbly think it 
abſolutely neceſſary that it ſhould : 1 it is, 1 
hope, Gentlemen will cooly and deliberately 
conſider it, without allowing themſelves to 
be biafled by any of thoſe provincial, or party 

Prejudices, 
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Prejudices, with which none are ever infected, 
but Men of little Minds, or of a mean Birth, 
and low Education, and from ſuch Men no 
Candour, no Impartiality, no right Judg- 
ment can, in N Caſe of 1 be'ex- 
pected. 

By provincial Prejudices 


L x mean thoſe that 
during our Nonage, are inculeated by igtio- 
- | rant Nurſes, or pedantical Tutors, in Favout 
of the People of our own Country or Pro- 
$ 
4 


vince, and againſt the People of any other; 

and by party Prejudices I mean, thoſe that 
„are, the fame Way, inculcated, in Favour | 
o of thoſe of our own Party in Politicks or Sect 
in Religion, and againſt thoſe of every other. 
duch Prejudices are generally extravagant and 
= | unjuſt among .the;\Vulgar of every Country 
and Party; and ate always. induſtriouſly and 
artfully propagated by thoſe who' are reſolved 


bitrary Government. 


Houſe of Parliament, therefore, I think, we 
have Reaſon to cxpedt, that this Affair will 
not only be reconſidered this Seſſion, but 
that it will be ſifted to the Bottom, that the 
true Cauſes of the laſt Rebellion will be de» 
tected, and the moſt proper and effectual Re- 
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gulations eſtabliſhed for removing them in 
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Time 


to introduce and eſtabliſh an tives and * . 
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Time td come, Ls any farther Regard 
to the Properties of private Men, „than to 
conſider what real Loſs they may ſuſtain by 
ſuch Regulations, and to allow them an ade- 
quate Recompence! os that Loſs, which can- 


not amount to a Sum any thing near equal 
te what. the laſt Rebellion has coſt the Na- 


tion, beſides the Interruption it gave to the 


Proſecution e 4 the War we are now ſo juſtly 
ano 119 10 1 5 
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